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Status 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-10, 12, 21, 23, 26-28, 31, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Baum (US 4403638) in view of Sherman (US 5069514). 
With respect to claim 1, Baum discloses the following: 

• A partition assembly including partitions (Fig. 4) 

• A container having walls extending upwardly from a bottom, defining an interior 
of a container (Fig. 4, item 23) 

• Partitions being of length such that they do not bend when inserted (Fig. 4) 

• Partition assembly is held in the interior of the container by at least one hook and 
loop fastener (Fig. 4, item 32) 

However, Baum fails to disclose the partitions being intersected and slotted arranged in 
a matrix. Nonetheless, Sherman teaches a partitioned container having similar flexible 
fabric partitions wherein the partitions are intersecting and slotted, and arranged in a 
matrix, as shown in Fig. 4, thereby providing a versatile design. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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configure the partitions of Baunn to be intersected slotted and arranged in a matrix as 
taught by Sherman so as to provide a versatile design. 

With respect to claim 2, Baum discloses the hook and loop fastener having a first 
component secured to the container walls (Fig. 4, the inner wall fabric), and a second 
component secured to a partition, as shown in Fig. 4, item 32. 

With respect to claim 3, Baum discloses the hooks being engaged vyith said 
loops, as shown in Fig. 4. 

With respect to claim 6, Baum discloses the second component functioning as a 
flexible extension of the partition, as shown in Fig. 4 wherein the partitions clearly 
extend beyond the partition. 

With respect to claim 7, Baum discloses the second component having an 
exterior surface with a plurality of loops, as shown in Fig. 4, item 32. 

With respect to claim 8, Baum discloses the second component being a flexible 
tab (Fig. 4). 

With respect to claims 10 & 28 & 33, Baum discloses the following: 

• A container (23) 

• A plurality of first partitions 

• A plurality of second partitions 

• One of said partitions having a flexible tab at the end thereof, said flexible tab 
comprising a second component of a hook and loop fastener (32), adapted for 
engagement with said first component of said hook and loop fastener, whereby 
the tab can be bent to either side of said partition to engage said first component. 
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wherein tlie tab 32 can clearly bent to either side, thereby engaging the first 
component of the hook and loop fastener 

However, Baum fails to disclose the partitions being slotted and arranged in a matrix. 
Nonetheless, Sherman teaches a partitioned container having similar flexible fabric 
partitions wherein the partitions are intersecting and slotted, and arranged in a matrix, 
as shown in Fig. 4, thereby providing a versatile design. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to configure the 
partitions of Baum to be intersected slotted and arranged in a matrix as taught by 
Sherman so as to provide a versatile design. 

With respect to claim 12, Baum discloses the following: 

• A container (23) 

• A plurality of first partitions 

• A plurality of second partitions 

• One of said partitions having a flexible tab at the end thereof, said flexible tab 
comprising a second component of a hook and loop fastener (32), adapted for 
engagement with said first component of said hook and loop fastener, whereby 
the first component can engage the partition on either side (Fig. 4). 

• Each of first partitions being shorter than the width of the interior of the container 
(Fig. 4) 

However, Baum fails to disclose the partitions being slotted and arranged in a matrix. 
Nonetheless, Sherman teaches a partitioned container having similar flexible fabric 
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partitions wherein the partitions are intersecting and slotted, and arranged in a matrix, 
as shown in Fig. 4, thereby providing a versatile design. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to configure the 
partitions of Baum to be intersected slotted and arranged in a matrix as taught by 
Sherman so as to provide a versatile design. 

With respect to claim 21 , Baum discloses the following: 

• A container 

• Partition assembly that fits in the container without bending of said partitions 

• Partition assembly is held in the container by at least one hook and loop fastener, 
with a first component (inner wall material) and second component 32, said 
second component being adapted to bend counterclockwise and clockwise, 
wherein since the tab is flexible, it is capable of bending as such 

However, Baum fails to disclose the partitions being slotted and arranged in a matrix. 
Nonetheless, Sherman teaches a partitioned container having similar flexible fabric 
partitions wherein the partitions are intersecting and slotted, and arranged in a matrix, 
as shown in Fig. 4, thereby providing a versatile design. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to configure the 
partitions of Baum to be intersected slotted and arranged in a matrix as taught by 
Sherman so as to provide a versatile design. 

With respect to claim 23, Baum discloses hooks engaging corresponding loops, 
as shown in Fig. 4. 
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With respect to claim 26, Baum discloses the second component being a planar 
extension of the partition, wherein since the portion of the tab 32 that extends over the 
edge of the partition, it acts as a planar extension that extends outwardly. 

With respect to claim 27, Baum discloses the second component having an 
exterior surface with a plurality of loops (32) 

3. Claims4, 5, 9, 11, 13, 22, 24, 25, 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Baum in view of Sherman as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Cyr (US 4610286). With respect to claims 4, 5, 24, 25, Baum as 
modified above discloses the claimed invention except for the second component being 
adhesively secured to the partition end. However, Cyr teaches a container with with 
flexible partitions wherein the loop fasteners attached to the inner walls of the container 
are secured via adhesives, or sewing, equivalently (Col 6, Lines 60-65), thereby 
providing an alternate means of connection. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the invention to modify the connection of 
Baum, of the second component to the partition via sewing, to be secured via adhesives 
therewith, as taught by Cyr so as to provide an alternate and equivalent means of 
connection. 

With respect to claims 9, 11, 13, 22, 29, Baum as modified above discloses the 
claimed invention except for the partitions being plastic. However, Cyr teaches the 
partitions being plastic (Col 6, Lines 25-28), thereby providing a durable material. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the 
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invention to modify the fabric partitions of Baum to have a plastic inner core as taught 
by Cyr so as to provide a durable material. 

4. Claims 30, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Baum 
in view of Sherman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Cox (US 6535606 
B2). With respect to claims 30 and 32. Baum as modified above discloses the claimed 
invention except for the second component having an adhesive removable backing. 
However, Cox discloses hook and loop fasteners with a release backing configuration 
(Col 2, Lines 47-54), thereby providing a convenient means of implementing said hook 
and loop fasteners. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the hook and loop fasteners of Baum as 
modified by Sherman to have a peel-back adhesive as taught by Cox so as to provide a 
convenient means of implementing said hook and loop fasteners. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to all claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communicafions from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Lhymn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8712. The examiner can normally be reached on MTWT 6-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571)272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Stephen ICCrontn 
Primary Examiner 



